Polystyrene ESR tubes
The International Committee for Standardization in Hematology (1973) (Melville and Rifkind, 1959) . The glass tubes were filled by negative pressure provided and maintained by a 2-mi plastic syringe connected to each tube by a small length of plastic tubing. The Guest ESR system utilised porous-plugged pipettes with a small suction apparatus for filling. The tubes were placed vertical and left undisturbed for one hour free from draughts and vibrations. Ambient temperatures were 21-23°C and the tubes were not exposed to direct sunlight. Readings were taken to the nearest millimetre.
The results obtained for replicate determinations are shown (Table) . Hutchinson and Eastham (1977) .
In the comparative study, 82 samples were examined, 44 of which gave ESR values of 20 mm or greater fall in one hour by one or both methods. The two sets of results have been plotted in the Figure. The straight line of best fit has been drawn and the parameters of regression shown to be: slope 0-97 and intercept-0-24. The correlation coefficient, r, was 0-9939. This is very highly significant (p < 0 001).
The practical advantage of the polystyrene tube is that it is disposable, which obviates the need to clean potentially contaminated glassware with its associated health hazard. 
